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AstraZeneca plc

Ten years ago the then Zeneca Pharmaceuticals decided to maximise the value to

wildlife of land not required for future expansion at its Severnside works. The land

comprised wasteland and farmland of limited diversity for wildlife which extended 

for over 1.5 km around the works.

Landmark created a ‘Green Lane’ through the buffer zone comprising a meandering

raised trackway surrounded by a network of water filled ditches, ponds, woodlands,

orchards, poplar stands and meadows. A diverse range of wildflowers, aquatic and

marginal plants has been established using the latest techniques. Water levels are

carefully monitored and controlled.

By creating locally indigenous habitats the diversity and size of the amphibian, bird

and insect population has increased dramatically. To allow the wildlife to be enjoyed 

to the full by workers and school parties, boardwalks, bridges, interpretive signs and 

a study centre were erected. The ruins of a moated farmhouse were revealed from

under invasive scrub and an archaeological survey carried out.

Part of the site was turned into a reserve for six rare Pzreswalski’s horses as part of 

Marwell Zoo’s international breeding programme to eventually re-establish these 

primitive horses back into the steppes of Mongolia and northern China.

A previously unpromising site transformed by skilful use of habitat creation techniques,

attracting widespread recognition for corporate environmental responsibility.
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