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Summerhill Park, Bath: Landscape Management Report and

School Landscape

Kingswood School

The managers of Kingswood School planned to build a 

new day preparatory school within Summerhill Park, a C19th 

garden with a Grade II listed C18th house. The garden lies 

on the crest of Bath’s northern slopes and with its fine 

legacy of mature trees is an important landscape feature 

in the setting of the City. The planning authority required 

a rigorous analysis of all landscape issues raised by the 

proposal. Landmark was commissioned to prepare a landscape

management plan, as part of a Planning Agreement, and to

design a sensitive landscape around the new school.

Research into the history and evolution of the parkland and

gardens, an audit of every plant, tree and garden feature, 

and a habitat survey were undertaken to inform future 

management requirements.

Landscape character throughout the site was assessed and 

key features and views were identified. The predicted life 

span of all major trees was mapped to provide a guide to 

priority areas for tree surgery and new planting. The existing

maintenance regime was investigated and revisions were 

made to accommodate the proposed development. 

Site management objectives and detailed plans and priorities

for action were set within a realistic and practical framework. 

The finished scheme sensitively reflects the historic setting,

provides a stimulating, safe, yet robust environment for the

children and also complements the attractive modern design

of the School.

Landmark’s landscape architects are also experienced 

landscape historians.  The detailed management plan, which

recognises the importance of historic features, is a sound

investment for future development of the school.
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