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Western Approach Development

ICI plc

With the opening of the Second Severn Crossing,
ICI planned to develop part of its 728 hectare
Severnside estate for commercial uses.
Landmark was commissioned from the
beginning of the project to formulate 
a detailed environmental strategy,
which would be central to 
the scheme.

Landmark carried out detailed 
e c o l o g i c a l , archaeological 
and visual assessments 
of the site to identify
assets and constraints.
Impacts were

assessed, for 
both construction and

operational phases of
the development. In view

of the close proximity of 
the site to the Severn Estuary,

an internationally designated
wildlife site, development 

strategies were needed that would
address both demanding environmental

legislation and the commercial aspirations
of the developer. These included measures

to mitigate adverse impacts where environmental damage was inevitable, developing
innovative techniques, for example for habitat relocation. A 38 hectare area was set
aside as a nature reserve and a framework of green areas and wildlife corridors 
meander across the site.  Refuge areas and ponds for over-wintering birds from the
adjacent Severn Estuary, which were established prior to the start of construction
works, create a striking wetland backdrop to the development. 

The strategy drawn up by Landmark included long-term implementation of an 
estate-wide management plan which would enhance the nature conservation value 
of the site and its setting next to the Severn Estuary. With the measures contained
within the management plan included in a Section 106 Agreement, the development
was granted planning consent. Landmark continues to carry out long term 
environmental monitoring of the development.

Early detailed Environmental Planning informed the development process, enabling
formulation of realistic commercial solutions to environmental constraints, and 
speedy achievement of planning consent. 


