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Environmental Planning

Natural Asset Survey of the River Nadder
Environment Agency, South West Region

A Natural Asset Survey recognises the many interacting factors that determine

the nature and quality of a river catchment. These include geomorphology, water
resources, water quality, nature conservation value, landscape quality, landuse and
human interaction. On behalf of the Environment Agency Landmark piloted survey
and reporting procedures which could be used throughout the UK.

The entire length of the River Nadder and its tributaries was surveyed.

Computer analysis of the data allowed comparison of the character and quality of
the catchment, and possible future trends, with others in the UK. Survey data was
recorded as target notes, and photographs and specific features such as statutory
designations and proposed management strategies, were all displayed on large scale
ordnance survey base maps. The digital format enables updating of the plans, as new
survey information becomes available in the future, ensuring that the document will
remain a relevant reference. Graphical presentation and accessible layout allows other
organisations and members of the public to readily understand the catchment, the
issues being faced by the Environment Agency and the proposed plan of action.

Clear presentation of high quality research by skilled practitioners, working closely
with the regulating agency.
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