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Urban Design
Project Cheddar Gorge Ponds
Client Bristol Water plc

Background The ponds in Cheddar Gorge are an

uncelebrated jewel running through the heart of
an internationally acclaimed site. They convey an
element of timelessness and bring tranquillity

to often bustling and crowded streets, yet
paradoxically, they appeared to be largely ignored.

Landmark was commissioned to reappraise the ponds,
their surroundings and associated landscaping, to
provide an overview of how the area could be
enhanced and given a unifying identity.

Description Proposals were devised to address the linear and spatial characteristics of the site
and the circulation of people around the ponds.

The appraisal showed that the water was an obvious visual attraction but,
frustratingly, presented no opportunities to touch or explore. The potential
relationship between people and the ponds thus became an important element in
the design process, and the new proposals allow visitors to walk across the ponds
and down to the water’s edge. Continuity and distinctiveness is created with new
paving, floor patterns, railings and re-planting.

Client benefits A creative and cost-effective design which maximises the site’s potential.
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