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Castlewood, Clevedon: Office Development

Clerical Medical Investment Group

Clerical Medical, one of the country’s largest insurance and investment groups,
opened a new regional headquarters in Clevedon, on the site of a former cake factory.

The Group was keen to see its prestigious new building set in a landscape which was 
not only visually attractive but would reinforce the corporate image of environmental
awareness. Landmark was appointed as landscape architect on the strength of its 
expertise in the field of ecological landscape design, with responsibility for both the 
design and implementation.

Site conditions presented many difficulties. Previous use had left redundant factory
buildings and hard standing, with little existing vegetation or intact soils.

The approved design was naturalistic and bold, using mainly native species in both
formal and informal arrangements. One of the most striking features is the wild 
flower meadow, which is full of colour in summer. It was created using both seed 
and thousands of tiny, pot grown transplants. Meadows take time to become 
established so, to provide more instant colour, vibrant cornfield annuals were 
included in the seed mix.

Other key features of the 
design include extensive belts
of native trees and shrubs, 
yew hedges arranged 
in geometric forms, a 
stone lined ha-ha and a 
Japanese-style courtyard.

A stunning setting for 
corporate headquarters, 
which enhances both 
company image and the 
workplace environment.
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