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In 1990 Woodspring District Council 

(subsequently North Somerset Council) 

identified an area of 182.5ha to the 

east of Portishead, known as Portishead 

Ashlands, for comprehensive development 

for employment and housing uses. 

Fifty hectares of adjoining land was 

allocated to be specifically adapted 

and managed as an ecological reserve. 

The primary function of the Wildlife

Reserve is to off-set the ecological 

impact of the Ashlands development.

More specifically, the reserve will provide

a buffer between the development and

the foreshore of the internationally 

designated Severn Estuary; it will create 

improved habitats for wading birds, 

owls, skylarks, badgers, hares 

and great crested newts; and it

will provide opportunities for 

education and recreation. 

The low-lying wetland fields 

will be managed to encourage

waders. Water levels are being

raised, ditches enhanced and 

bird scrapes created. The existing

species-rich meadows are being

enhanced to retain and increase floral interest, while management of raised pastures

is focussing on encouraging owls, skylark, badgers and roosting waders. 

Landmark Environmental Consultants Ltd provided the design and management input 

for the Wildlife Reserve, which is being implemented through Landmark’s subsidiary,

Ecological Siteworks. The implementation strategy also includes measures to protect

wildlife throughout and beyond construction on the Ashlands.

The Wildlife Reserve is widely seen as a beacon project which is generating 

considerable publicity and raising the public profile of the client as a responsible

developer. The client is assured of expert assistance in creating and managing 

the Reserve.

P R O J E C T P R O F I L E

Project

Client

Background

Description

Client benefits

Habitat Creation for Impact Mitigation

Hope Chapel House  Hope Chapel Hill  Hotwells Bristol  BS8 4ND  United Kingdom
Tel: + 44 (0)117 923 0455  Fax: + 44 (0)117 925 3702  enquiries@thelandmarkpractice.com  www.thelandmarkpractice.com

Impression of site following enhancement

The Nature Reserve

The Wetland 
Fields

The Hay
Meadows

The Raised
Pastures


